EMG study in the diagnosis and differential diagnosis of lipid storage myopathy.
Clinical, electromyographic and pathological features were studied in 18 patients with lipid storage myopathy (group I) and 18 patients with polymyositis and dermatomyositis (group II). The results showed a remarkable lower spontaneous activity(SA) incidence (14%) in group I than that (55%) in group II; 46% and 34% short-duration motor unit potentials(MUAPs) with polyphasic potentials and 74% and 71% short-duration MUAPs without polyphasic potentials respectively; the percentages of increased polyphasic MUAPs were same in the two groups. The reduced or pathologic interference patterns accounted for 61% in the group I and 50% in group II. Increased CPK, LDH and HBD were also found in both of them. It is suggested that the lipid storage myopathy may be diagnosed when patients have muscle weakness and myalgia with short-duration and low-amplitude and polyphasic MUAPs without or with occasional spontaneous activities, and increased CPK, LDH and HBD.